CHAPTER ONE
THE MOORS IN SPAIN
A?TER the death of Mohammed the Arabs soon
began to carve out for themselves an empire At
the head was set up a khahf, or successor, who, exer-
cising both spiritual and temporal power, appointed
governors to rule over the outlying provinces. This
supreme authority was in the hands of the Ommayad
khalifs of Damascus between the years AD 661 and
A D 750, and it was on their behalf that the Arabs
penetrated into Tunisia, Morocco, and Spain
As early as A D 642 Egypt, or Misr, as the Arabs called
it, had fallen into Moslem hands, but it was not until
AD 671 that Uqba Ibn Nafi established the military
camp at Kairwan in Tunisia, which was to serve as a
jumping-off place for further conquests For some time
the issue of the struggle waged between the Arabs and
their Byzantine and Berber opponents hung in the
balance, but at length the Arabs, who had settled on
the old Roman province like a swarm of locusts, pre-
vailed, and Moslem rule was carried as far westward as
Tangier in Morocco by the khahf 3s viceroy, Musa Ibn
Nusair, between the years A D 706 and 709.
At this time Morocco was inhabited by a white race
of Berbers, most of whom were pagans, though some
were probably Christians But the faith of the Prophet
seemed to appeal to them, and it was not long before
Musa, who carried out daring expeditions into the
interior, had brought many of these formidable fighters
into the Islamic fold
Excursions into the barren mountains of Morocco,